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VINYL DECAL APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
Pay close attention to the instructions and tips / tricks below.  Applying vinyl decals is not rocket science, but it takes some precision and patience.  If you rush through this you will ruin your decal.  

Required Tools / Materials:

Clean Spray Bottle (put 1 drop of liquid dish detergent into spray bottle and fill with cold tap water, shake)

Blue Painter’s Tape (if applying to painted metal or glass surface)

Carpenter’s Square and No. 2 Pencil (if applying to wood surface)

Tack Rag (wood surface / a sticky cheese-cloth rag that can be purchased at any Home Improvement or Automotive Store)

Plastic Squeegee (at any Automotive Store purchase plastic spreaders used for applying “Bondo” Body Filler)

Roll of Paper Towels

1. Choose an appropriate location in which to apply your decals.  Do not apply in direct sunlight.  Shade is preferable.  Do not apply outdoors if it is a breezy or windy day.  The vinyl is very sticky, and if it adheres to itself, the decal is ruined. The interior of a building or a garage is preferable.  Obviously, if you’re applying to an immovable object such as a door or window, choose calm weather.  Do not apply under 60 deg f.

2. Prepare your application surface. On a vehicle (painted metal surface, or glass), clean the surface with isopropyl alcohol in a spray bottle and dry thoroughly.  Do not use ammonia-based cleaners such as Windex.  The ammonia will react with the adhesive and cause your decal to adhere improperly.  On wooden surfaces, make sure either paint or a sanding sealer has been applied prior to decal application, and sanded with 220 grit sandpaper to a fine smoothness.  Do not apply to bare wood.  After sanding, wipe the surface clean of all dust and debris with a “Tack Rag” .

3. Mark the application area precisely.  If applying to a metal surface such as a vehicle, or to a glass surface, use “blue painter’s tape” as your guide.  Using the edge of the tape as a line will assist in applying your decal squarely and in the appropriate position.  If you’re applying your decal to a wooden surface, use a carpenter’s square and a no. 2 pencil to mark the application guidelines.  Tip: Measure your tape or your pencil lines 2 or 3 times to make absolutely sure that you are applying the decal in the desired location.  This is a one-shot application; there are no second chances.  

4. Apply the decal.   First, spray the area of application with the water from your spray bottle.  You should have a generous mist over the area, but not dripping wet.  Remove the paper backing of your decal, making sure that as you remove it, all parts of the decal remain adhered to the application tape that has been applied over the top of the decal.  Tip:  It is best to remove the backing by rolling it under your fingers as you press down on the decal.  This helps keep the decal adhered to the application tape, and prevents accidental removal.  Take your time.  Larger decals take more time, so you may want to remove the backing before you spray the water onto the application surface.  Next, align the decal with your tape or pencil guidelines.  Remember, you are lining up the decal, not the application tape.  Lightly press the decal into position with your hand.  Check your positioning.  The water you’ve sprayed on the surface will allow you to remove and reset, or “drag” the decal into proper position.  Once in position, use the plastic squeegee to firmly press into position.  Start from the middle of the decal and drag the squeegee toward the outer edges of the decal to squeeze out the excess water and air bubbles.  Don’t worry if there are air bubbles in the application tape.  They’ll disappear upon application of the decal.  Wipe off excess water with paper towels, and dry thoroughly.  Continue to squeegee out the water and air bubbles until decal is laying flat.  Wipe dry with paper towels again.  Let dry for about 5-7 minutes.  

5. Remove the application tape.  Starting in one corner, carefully remove the application tape using the same technique as outlined in the “Tip” in step 4.  If the decal is not adhering to the application surface, re-press into place and let dry further.  Tip:  Use a hair dryer to speed the drying process.  Again, be patient, and proceed steadily but cautiously.  After all the application tape has been removed, wipe area again with paper towel to remove excess water.

6. Check for any air bubbles you may have missed.  If you have any residual air bubbles, remove them by placing a small hole at the bottom of the bubble with a small straight-pin or sewing needle.  Squeeze the air out with your finger starting on the opposite end of the hole and pushing the air towards it.  Examine your decal closely.  

That’s it.  If you’ve been patient and followed the application tips, you have successfully applied your vinyl decal.  Please feel free to contact us via email or phone should you have any further questions.  

